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of President John F. Kennedy, the NCSC was 
instrumental in rallying support for comprehen-
sive health insurance for senior citizens. 
These efforts bore fruit when President Lyn-
don B. Johnson signed Medicare into law in 
1965. NCSC’s efforts were instrumental in 
passing this landmark legislation and the orga-
nization, now known as the Alliance for Re-
tired Americans continues its fight to protect 
and preserve Medicare and Social Security. 

Dan then accepted a position with the Sea-
farers International Union where he has 
served for 30 years in various positions. For 
the last six years, Dan has held the position 
of Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Mari-
time Trades Department. 

In his roles with individual unions as well as 
with the Northeast Florida Central Labor 
Council, the Northern Virginia Central Labor 
Council, and the NoVA Labor Federation, Dan 
has worked tirelessly to advocate for working 
families and support state and federal legisla-
tion that would even the playing field for the 
backbone of our society—the middle and 
lower class who deserve a fair wage for hon-
est work and other employer related benefits. 

I have personally known Dan Duncan and 
his wife Karen for many years and have thor-
oughly enjoyed our countless conversations 
and discussions on issues of importance. 
While we have on occasion disagreed, mainly 
on their terrible taste in baseball teams, but 
also occasionally on the best way to achieve 
a certain objective, we both know and under-
stand that we share the same goals. These 
exchanges of ideas and opinions have been 
invaluable to both of us as we continue to rep-
resent and serve our constituencies. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending Dan Duncan for his efforts 
on behalf of the working men and women of 
our country and in thanking him for his serv-
ice. Although he is stepping down from his po-
sition of President of NoVA Labor, I am con-
fident that he will continue his efforts to 
strengthen and protect the rights and benefits 
of all and I wish him success in all of his fu-
ture endeavors. 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I take this time to recognize 
the 2017 Distinguished Citizen Award recipi-
ents, presented annually by the Boy Scouts of 
America Calumet Council. To commemorate 
this special occasion, the organization hosted 
a celebratory event on Thursday, November 2, 
2017, at Gamba Ristorante in Merrillville, Indi-
ana. 

Since 1992, the Boy Scouts of America Cal-
umet Council has presented the Distinguished 
Citizen Award to individuals whose efforts 
have had significant positive impacts on their 
communities in Northwest Indiana and across 
the state. This year, the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Calumet Council honored Tom Sourlis and 
Susan Eleuterio. 

Tom Sourlis is the founder and chairman of 
Mortar Net Solutions, located in Burns Harbor. 
Mortar Net, a product invented by Tom, pre-

vents mortar droppings from clogging 
weepholes designed to allow water to exit a 
building wall. Mortar Net Solutions is a tre-
mendously successful company, and the prod-
uct is currently used on cavity wall construc-
tion throughout North America. In addition to 
his remarkable career, Tom dedicates much of 
his time and support to charitable endeavors 
throughout Northwest Indiana including 
Tradewinds, the Crisis Center, Parents as 
Teachers, and the Porter County Community 
Foundation. For his outstanding devotion to 
such causes, Tom is worthy of this great 
honor. 

Susan Eleuterio is currently a faculty mem-
ber of Goucher College’s Master’s in Cultural 
Sustainability program in Baltimore, Maryland. 
She has established an extensive and impres-
sive background that consists of many titles 
including independent folklorist, author, educa-
tor, activist, and consultant to non-profit orga-
nizations. Sue’s extraordinary contributions to 
her community, however, are not limited to 
academia. She is active in her support for 
causes that improve the quality of life for oth-
ers and encourage the protection of human 
rights, lending her time and talents to the 
Crossroads Fund. This organization, which is 
focused on the ideal that fundamental change 
occurs from humble, grassroots beginnings 
and supports efforts throughout Chicagoland 
and Northwest Indiana, benefits from the pas-
sion for justice, equality, and the academic 
knowledge Sue offers as a member of the 
Board of Directors, as the arts and the human 
condition are often intertwined. For these rea-
sons, Sue is worthy of the commendation be-
stowed upon her. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
the Boy Scouts of America Calumet Council 
and its 2017 Distinguished Citizen Award re-
cipients, Tom Sourlis and Susan Eleuterio. For 
their lifetime of leadership and tireless dedica-
tion to their communities, Tom and Susan are 
worthy of the highest praise. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ellucian on the occasion of the 
grand opening of its new office space in Res-
ton, Virginia. Based in Fairfax County since 
1987, the opening of this new headquarters lo-
cation speaks to the growing presence of 
technology companies in not only Fairfax 
County, but the Dulles Corridor as a whole. 
We are continually reminded of why this area 
is rapidly developing a reputation as the Sil-
icon Valley of the East. 

Established in 2012 by the merger of 
Datatel and SunGard Higher Education, 
Ellucian and its parent companies have been 
serving the higher education community since 
1968. What began as a single office has ex-
panded into 20 regional offices employing over 
2,900 individuals all over the world. 

As a former member and Chairman of the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, I know 
firsthand that the quality of life we enjoy in 

Fairfax County is directly tied to the strength 
of our education system. This is especially 
true when it comes to higher education. Pro-
viding the gateways for students to succeed is 
essential and I commend the staff of Ellucian 
for working to create and maintain those op-
portunities. 

Mr. Speaker, to prepare the leaders of to-
morrow, institutions of higher education must 
have the services, tools, and technologies to 
engage and foster student success. For nearly 
fifty years, Ellucian has provided support to 
these institutions in order for them to achieve 
their goals. It is critical that our nation focus 
our sight on improving student outcomes to 
better compete in the world economy and I 
thank Ellucian and its dedicated staff for their 
efforts in this area. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Ellucian on the grand 
opening of its new headquarters and in wish-
ing it great success in all future endeavors. 
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lieutenant Colonel Gery Brent 
Truitt, U.S. Army Retired, of Harker Heights, 
Texas, for his dedication to our country while 
serving 25 years in the Army. LTC Truitt ex-
emplifies what it means to commit his life to 
his country and has more than earned our ad-
miration and respect. He is a deserving recipi-
ent of a Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion. 

Upon his commissioning as a Second Lieu-
tenant from Sam Houston State University in 
1979, LTC Truitt began his military career as 
an Infantry Officer with the Texas National 
Guard and then entered the United States 
Army. As Lieutenant, he conducted more com-
bat patrols inside the Korean demilitarized 
zone than any other officer in the 2nd Infantry 
Division, and as Major, he served in a variety 
of 5th Special Forces Group assignments. 
Just prior to being promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel, he was diagnosed with terminal colon 
cancer, which he successfully overcame in the 
next year. LTC Truitt used that time to revive 
the Columbus State University ROTC Program 
as a professor in Military Science. 

This brave soldier is also a committed cit-
izen. Following his military career, he contin-
ued to support the military in the Central 
Texas Special Forces Association. As Presi-
dent, he is responsible for an annual raffle that 
raises thousands of dollars annually to support 
homeless veterans’ programs and local non- 
profit organizations to meet immediate com-
munity needs. His work to make his commu-
nity a great place to live and work have made 
lasting and positive impacts on the region. 

I commend LTC Truitt’s selfless service to 
his community and nation. His dedication to 
our country and community reflects the best 
values of central Texas. I join his family and 
friends in saluting his great work and dedica-
tion to our country. 
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